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JMCoE- Q

This is the first special combined 

issue of vol.1 and vol.2 of JMCoE

- Q Newsletter. 
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Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence-Kyushu (JMCoE-Q) Kick-off Seminar 

The Kyushu University EU Centre, Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence-Kyushu (JMCoE-Q) Kick-Off 
Seminar òDeciphering Brexit Impactó was held on Sunday, 30 Oct. 2016, 13:30-16:15, at Kyushu Uni-
versity Nishijin Plaza, to recognize that Kyushu University has been accepted for the EU fund project 
as a òJean Monnet Centre of Excellenceó under Erasmus+, which is the European Union programme 
for education, training, youth and sport.  

The seminar was organized by the Kyushu University EU Centre, supported by the Fukuoka EU Asso-
ciation, Saga EU Association, The Kyushu Society for EU Studies, and Institut Français Japon ð Kyu-

shu. Approximately 70 people, including university students 
and researchers, those from EU-related organizations and 
other international exchange organizations, as well as those 
from the general public, all participated in the festivities.  

In his opening remarks, Prof. Kenji Iwata, Director of Kyu-
shu University EU Centre, Faculty of Economics, Kyushu 
University, spoke about the Jean Monnet Centre of Excel-
lence-Kyushu (JMCoE-Q) project, the background of its 
application, the main gist of the program, and the  contents 
of its activities for the coming three years. (continue to page 3 
for more details) 
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 Comments by Prof. Iwata 
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Asia-Pacific EU 
Studies Gradu-
ate Student 

Workshop  

Following the EUTW JM 
international workshop, 
another annual work-
shop of graduate stu-

dents of the EU Centres in 
the Asia-Pacific area took 
place in the afternoon of the 

20th and during a full day on the 21st of December at the NTU. The 20 participants, including 
Deng Mengqiao and Fumi Yoshimoto, both from the Graduate School of Law, presented their 
papers in four sessions, and professors participated as moderators as well as discussants for 
each session. They all agreed that the papers presented this year had demonstrated sound 
research and were of very high all-around quality. The workshop seems to have reached a level 
that went beyond its initial purpose as an exercise opportunity for the students to one which 
provided a challenging stage instead. (By Machiko Hachiya)  

The annual gathering of the EU Centres in the Asia- Pacific area took place in Taiwan  
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Annual Roundtable of EU 
Centres in Asia-Pacific  

The annual gathering of the EU 

Centres in the Asia-Pacific area 

took place in Taiwan hosted by 

the National Taiwan University 

(NTU) on 18-20 December 2016. 

We had already got together in 

February 2016 in Macau, so this 

gathering in Taiwan was the sec-

ond one in 2016. It was because 

the NTU had planned to host an 

international workshop of the EU 

Centre in Taiwan (EUTW), and 

they kindly invited all the EU 

Centres including the NTU Jean 

Monnet network partners to par-

ticipate in the planned interna-

tional workshop. Consequently, 

there were participants from the 

UK, France, Czech Republic, Po-

land, USA, and China, in addition 

to the usual participants from the 

Asia-Pacific including Australia 

and New Zealand.   

The theme of the workshop was 

òEU New Trade Strategy and Inter

-regionalism.ó The three-day 

programme was started with a 

welcome dinner on the 18th at a 

fabulous canteen of the NTU, 

followed by a full -day presenta-

tion in three sessions on the 19th, 

and finally on the 20th, a big 

roundtable with all the partici-

pantsõ exchanges on the current 

issues and future prospects of 

trade schemes from a point of 

view of multi -regionalism.  Many 

of the participants were meeting 

for the first time, but by the end of 

the three days, a friendly atmos-

phere of solidarity, built through 

the EU studies, was certainly 

shared among everyone.   (By 

Machiko Hachiya)  

EU ⅛╠─  Participants from KU EU Centre  
╕∟ ⅛╠4 Ms Machiko Hachiya, fourth from the left  

⅛╠4 Ms Fumi Yoshimoto, fourth from the right  
⅛╠2 Ms Deng Menqgiao, second from the right  
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Global Brand,    
Jean Monnet Centre  

A Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence is 

one of the EUõs educational support 

programs òErasmus +ó, and a focal 

point of competence and knowledge 

on European Union subjects. A Jean 

Monnet Centre of Excellence gathers 

the expertise and competences of high

-level experts and aims at developing 

synergies between the various disci-

plines and resources in European 

Studies, as well as at creating joint 

transnational activities and structural 

links with academic institutions in 

other countries. It also ensures open-

ness to a civil society. Jean Monnet 

Centres of Excellence have a major 

role in reaching out to students from 

faculties not normally dealing with 

European Union issues as well as to 

policy makers, civil servants, organ-

ised civil society, and the general 

public at large. 

In Japan, Kobe University was adopt-

ed as a JMCoE in 2015. More than a 

hundred Jean Monnet Centres of 

Excellence have been established in 

the world, and it is currently being 

developed as a global brand. 
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JMCoE-Q Kick-off Seminar 
Prof. Ken Endo, Faculty of Public Policy, Hokkaido University, who is an expert and leading 
scholar on EU Studies, was welcomed as the keynote speaker. Prof. Endo gave a lecture that 

went along with his own book, which had just been published on 20 Oct. 2016, titled ₐ

─╝ↄⅎΊ▬◑ꜞ☻ ─ ≤ Ίₑ (Chuko Shinsho). Due to the referendum 
in the UK held on 23 June 2016, the so-called Brexit was achieved when the òleaveó camp 
gained a majority of the votes, evoking an economic destabilization worldwide, and the politi-
cal situation in the UK became somewhat clouded. Prof. Endo explained who voted and how 
these various age and education levels voted in the referendum which saw a high voter turnout 

of 72.2 . He also provided a geographical analysis and party affiliation analysis of the vote. 
Additionally, he suggested that it was not the collective power of the general public, or 
òDemocracyó, but rather òDema-cracyó (meaning demagogic democracy) that had been ram-
pant among society, which prevailed. Furthermore, the pro -Brexit faction had insisted on the 
existence of a visionary world as if there were a rosy future ahead. This, however, was likely to 
damage the U.K. and the EU, and eventually, weigh on the strength of liberal democracy in the 
world. (continue to the next page)  
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Jean Monnet Centre at 
Kyushu University 
(JMCoE-Q) 

Kyushu University strength-
ened its expertise on EU mat-
ters during the activities as the 
consortium leader of the EU 
Institute in Japan, Kyushu 
(EUIJ-Kyushu), which was 
funded by the European Com-
mission. The University has 
continued to promote EU -
related education and research. 
In recognition of our earlier 
achievements as EUIJ-Kyushu, 
Kyushu University was select-
ed as the second Jean Monnet 
Centre of Excellence in Japan 
(the full project name is òJean 
Monnet Centre of Excellence-
Kyushuó). It will develop a 
strategic three-year plan from 
September 2016 to August 
2019, including a wide range of 
activities on education, re-
search, outreach, and academic 
exchange. It will provide guid-
ance and a vision for the best 
experts for creating synergies 
on specific EU subjects, and it 
will contribute to the strength-
ening of global development.  

 

(continued from page 3) In the discussion, in 

reaction to the keynote speech by Prof. 

Endo, Prof. Iwata, gave some detailed com-

mentary on Brexit from various economic 

aspects. He explained that the U.K.õs export 

destination is mainly the EU, and that leav-

ing the EU would impact not only the U.K. 

but also other euro-area countries trading 

with the U.K. in terms of tariffs.  

As a final program, a question and answer 

session based on questionnaires gathered 

from the audience was conducted, in which 

Prof. Endo and Prof. Iwata were panelists, 

and Ms Machiko Hachiya, Advisor of Kyu-

shu University EU Centre, served as a 

moderator. They selected some questions 

to answer, and Prof. Endo and Prof. Iwata 

answered each question thoughtfully, cov-

ering topics such as òwhy the opt-out did-

nõt have an effectó, òthe impact of Brexit on 

Asia and Russiaó, and òChinaðUnited 

Kingdom relationsó.    

Finally, Ms Reiko Aoki, Executive Vice 

President, Kyushu University, gave a clos-

ing address. Ms Aoki ended her speech by 

stating that it was a joyful occasion that 

Kyushu University had been selected as a 

Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence, which is 

one of the global networks established at a 

hundred leading universities around the 

world. Ms Aoki asked all the participants 

for their continued support and coopera-

tion.   

After the conference, a gathering designed 

for exchanging opinions and ideas among 

participants was held.  It was impressive to 

see the students and general participants 

asking questions directly to the lecturers 

with such enthusiasm. The Kick -off Semi-

nar certainly ended successfully.  

According to the results of the participantsõ 

questionnaire, the lecture provided a clear 

explanation for all participants regardless 

of their knowledge level, and the contents 

were thought -provoking. Many partici-

pants answered that the seminar had been 

meaningful and informative, and implied 

that the seminar was highly satisfactory 

due to the topic being such a relevant issue 

at the moment.  
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EU Information Event 
On 15 December 2016, an EU Information Event for Kyushu University students was held 

at Oumei Kohi Kan, Kyushu University, under the cooperation of the Kyushu University 

EU Centre and Kyushu University Self -Access Learning Centre (SALC). Approximately 20 

students gathered. The EU Study Diploma Programmes (EU-DPs), which are provided as 

an axis of the EU Centreõs educational activities for Kyushu University students, along with 

various events being planned as JMCoE-Q activities for the coming years, such as seminars, 

EU Studies tour, and EU Studies Summer Course, were introduced.  

Prof. Hiroshi Ohashi, Director of SALC, Faculty of Arts and Science, stated that he was 

looking forward to further fosterage of collaborative relationships. Prof. Kenji Iwata, Direc-

tor of the Kyushu University EU Centre, Faculty of Economics, gave a lecture for around 15 

minutes about the UK's Separation from the EU, titled òBrexit Mini Lectureó, which cov-

ered a basic explanation of EU institutions for students unfamiliar with the EU.  

Ms Lyailya Nurgaliyeva from the Republic of Kazakhstan, who is currently working at 

SALC as a language coaching staff and had completed the EU-DPs course, spoke about her 

own experiences of learning about the EU through EU-DPs. She explained that the EU-DPs 

are not only useful for gaining knowledge, but also as a key to opening the door to realizing 
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Finally, Mr Hijiri Miyazaki, a fourth -year student of the School of Engineering, Kyushu University, talked about his personal ex perience 

at the EU Studies Residential Summer Course. He is working as a director of the Student Committee for the Internationalizatio n of Kyu-

shu University (SCIKyu), which is an official committee comprised of Japanese students, international students, and some teaching and 

non-teaching staff members, whose aim is to help foster the internationalization of Kyushu University. He explained that he lear ned a 

lot through the curriculum of the summer course in which participants could learn general and basic knowledge about the EU, c overing 

topics such as economics, law, politics, society, and culture. He emphasized that the final program, a òSimulation of the European Coun-

ciló, was meaningful as a compilation of the programme. Mr Miyazaki also explained the aims and activities of SCIKyu.  

Traditional Italian sweets served in the Christmas season, called panettone, were served with coffee, and the event ended in a relaxed 

atmosphere.   
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