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Jean Monnet Seminar Series International Conference 

2018 9 25 WSSF2018

The Future of Regional 

Integration in the Globalized World WSSF

International Social Science 

Council (ISSC) 3 4 4

2,3  

On 25 September 2018, the Jean Monnet Seminar Series International Conference "The 

Future of Regional Integration in the Globalized World" was held at the Fukuoka Conven-

tion Centre, co-organized 

with the parallel session 

of the World Social Sci-

ence Forum (WSSF) 2018. 

The World Social Science 

Forum series is one of the 

International Social Sci-

ence Councilõs (ISSC) 

flagship activities, and 

the international confer-

ence is held every three 

years. The fourth World 

Social Science Forum was 

hosted by Kyushu Uni-

versity in Fukuoka, Japan 

under the main theme of 

òSecurity and Equality 

for Sustainable Futuresó 

over the course of four 

days. It was the first time 

an Asian institution has 

hosted the Forum. 

(Continue to page 2,3) 
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The Jean Monnet Seminar Series International Conference 

was conducted in English only without interpretation. 

Approximately 50 participants including researchers and 

college students from around the world gathered. In addi-

tion, this session was also open to the general public who 

pre-registered. Participants listened ardently to the latest 

presentations given by outstanding EU researchers who 

are active in the world.  

Prof. Kenji Iwata, Director of Kyushu University EU Cen-

tre, delivered the opening remarks. Regarding the title of 

the session, he noted that the future of global integration 

could be seen through the gathering and sharing of aca-

demic knowledge in the social sciences on the research in 

regional integration, which has been deepening and wid-

ening to cover the main areas of the earth, namely the EU, 

ASEAN, and NAFTA.  

As a keynote speaker from Europe, Prof. Dr. Jacques Pelk-

mans, research fellow at the Centre for European Policy 

Studies (CEPS) and a member of the Netherlands Scientific 

Council for Government Policy (WRR), made a presenta-

tion. He spoke on the theme of "The Future of European 

Integration". He concluded that the turmoil in the EU ñ

such as BREXIT and the euro crisisñleft a big scar, but the 

media attention actually led to voters getting to know more 

about the EU. 
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The Future of European Integration"                                      

ASEAN Economic Integration in the World Economy"                                              

                                                                                   

 " A West African Response to Trade Integration: 1880-1940"                 

The EU and Self-Determination: Politics of Regional Integration and Atti-

tudes towards Independence Movements" 

EU  EU  

Speakers and Titles: 

Keynote Speakers:                                                                  

Prof. Dr. Jacques Pelkmans (Centre for European Policy Studies)ó The Future of European Integration"                                                                  

Prof. Kazushi Shimizu (Kyushu University) "ASEAN Economic Integra-

tion in the World Economy"                                                           

Speakers:                                          

Mr. Osei Oteng-Asante  (National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies) 

"A West African Response to Trade Integration: 1880-1940"          

Ms. Mare Ushkovska (Ss. Cyril and Methodius University in Skopje) 

"The EU and Self-Determination: Politics of Regional Integration and Atti-

tudes towards Independence Movements"  

Chairs: Prof. Kenji Iwata (Director of the EU Centre, Kyushu Universi-

ty)  Ms. Machiko Hachiya (Advisor to the EU Centre, Kyushu Universi-

ty)  
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 /  Educational content 
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http://eu.kyushu -u.ac.jp/indexjp.html  

* The contents of this International Conference will be upload-

ed afterwards to the information sharing service with the 

aim of disseminating and utilizing a wide range of infor-

mation as educational content, with the cooperation of Kyu-

shu University Innovation Center for Educational Resources. 

Please confirm the detailed information on the website.                                                      

http://eu.kyushu -u.ac.jp/indexjp.html  

Prof. Kazushi Shimizu of the Faculty of Economics at Kyu-

shu University made a presentation on òThe Economic Inte-

gration of ASEAN in the World Economyó as another key-

note lecturer from the Japanese side. 

After that, two paper presenters publicly selected by the 

Scientific Program Committee (SPC) of WSSF, Mr Osei 

Oteng-Asante and Ms Mare Ushkovska, made presenta-

tions, respectively. After the presentations, a question and 

answer session was held. 

In the following program, at the opening ceremony of the 

WSSF held at the main hall of the venue, a grand  ceremony 

was held under the presence of their Imperial Highnesses 

the Crown Prince and Princess, with around 1,000 people in 

attendance. At the reception party, presenters of the confer-

ence gathered from all over the world and exchanged their 

opinions freely. With the end of the first day of the WSSF 

Conference, the Jean Monnet Seminar Series International 

Conference ended in success. 


