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On Wednesday, 17 February 2021, the EU Centre organized the “Jean Monnet Centre of Excel-
lence-Kyushu, Second Stage Kick-off Symposium” entitled “The Future of Brexit and EU Inte-
gration” as an online webinar. This symposium was supported by the Delegation of the Euro-
pean Union to Japan, EU-Japan Centre for Industrial Cooperation, Fukuoka EU Association,
The Kyushu Society for EU Studies, Kyushu University Institute for Asian and Oceanian Stud-
ies Cultural Variation Cluster, Kyushu University SHARE Office, and Kyushu University
Stockholm Liaison Office. (Continue to page 2-3)
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Director of the Kyushu University EU Centre

We are pleased to announce that a new project, the “Jean Monnet
Centre of Excellence-Kyushu, Second Stage (JMCoE-Q2)”, start—
ing in November 2020 and continuing to November 2023, has been
launched. As one of the few JMCoEs in Japan, we are going to
carry out a wide range of EU-related activities in education, re—
search, and outreach.

JMCoE-Q2 will focus on three layers of issues:

(1) “Internal Challenges” surrounding EU integration, such as the
single market after Brexit and reform of the euro;

(2) “External Challenges,” such as EU-UK TCA and EU-Japan
EPA/SPA; and,

(3) “Global Challenges” that the whole world, including the EU and
Japan, are facing, such as energy and environment
(decarbonization), SDGs, and COVID-19.

In the field of education and targeting students, JMCoE—Q2 will
extend and diversify the EU studies—-related curriculum of the EU-
DPs. The EU study summer course and EU study tour will also be
conducted. Through these activities, our “Ecosystem for EU Edu—
cation and Research” will be enriched.

In the field of research and targeting researchers, JMCoE—Q2 will
focus on the same three layers of issues described above, with a
particular focus on inter—disciplinary liaison with research fields
such as energy and environment, as well as SDGs, where Kyushu
University has particular expertise.

In the field of outreach and targeting civil society, JMCoE-Q2 will
adopt a range of measures designed for the local business com—
munity and public more generally in order to cultivate a richer
knowledge and a wider vision of the EU and Europe.

I would greatly appreciate the intellectual collaboration on the EU
or European issues with as many researchers, students, and citi—
zens as possible throughout the next three years of our activities.

(Keniji Iwata, Director of the Kyushu University EU Centre)
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(Continued from page 1) Kyushu University EU Centre was first
awarded and implemented “EU Institute in Japan, Kyushu
(EUIJ-Kyushu)” (2011-2016) funded by the European Commis-
sion, and later “Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence-Kyushu
(JMCoE-Q)” (2016-2019) funded by Erasmus+, which is the
European Union's funding scheme to support activities in the
fields of Education, Training, Youth and Sport. Subsequently,
we have been awarded Erasmus+ again and have started the
activities of “Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence-Kyushu, Second
Stage (JMCoE-Q2)” from 17 November 2020. For three years
until 16 November 2023, we will carry out a wide range of ac-
tivities in education, research, outreach, and academic ex-
change while contributing to the globalization efforts of Kyu-
shu University through the further deepening and develop-
ment of EU research and education.

As the first step of the activities of “Jean Monnet Centre
of Excellence Kyushu, Second Stage (JMCoE-Q2)”, this
kick-off symposium under the theme of Brexit, the Unit-
ed Kingdom's withdrawal from the European Union,
was held for the purposes of strengthening cooperation
with regional EU-related organizations and international
exchange organizations for future business development,
and to return the benefits of EU research to the commu-
nity in general.

At the end of 2020, approximately four and a half years

after the United Kingdom decided to withdraw from the
EU in a referendum, the country finally left the EU. Since
the establishment of the EEC (European Economic Com-

munity) in 1958, the withdrawal of a member state was experi-
enced for the first time in the history of European integration.
The leading speakers on EU integration research and European
economic research in Japan were invited. Multidimensional
perspectives were provided on the implications for European
integration, on the impact on the economies and industries of
the EU and the UK, and on the challenges for Japanese-
European business.

At the opening ceremony, Prof. Toshiyuki Kono, Executive Vice
President of Kyushu University/Senior Vice President of Kyu-
shu University, and Dr Philippe de Taxis du Poét, Managing
Director, EU-Japan Centre for Industrial Cooperation/Minister
Counsellor, Delegation of the European Union to Japan, gave
greetings. In the Jean Monnet Symposium, following the open-
ing remarks by Professor Kenji Iwata (Director of Kyushu Uni-
versity EU Centre), a lecture titled “The UK-EU Relations after
Brexit and the Future of EU Integration/ 7 L% Ok &M FEEU
BREFINHEE DX by Prof. Katsuhiro Shoji (Professor,
Law School, Keio University, Jean Monnet Chair ad personam,
Director of the Keio Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence) and a
lecture titled “The UK and EU Economics after Brexit - a Future
Path/ T CwbEDEE, EURE—ZThETNOER” by Ms
Sayuri Ito (Executive Research Fellow, Economic Research De-
partment, NLI Research Institute) were delivered.

In the Q & A session, the discussion on "Brexit and EU Integra-
tion" was deepened by a wide range of perspectives while
questions from general participants were answered. At the
subsequent Jean Monnet Seminar targeted broadly to the gen-
eral public, Mr Susumu Tanaka (Director of the Europe, Russia
and CIS Division, Overseas Research Department, JETRO) was
invited and delivered a lecture entitled “Changes in the Busi-
ness Environment of Europe/ T L7 vk DFUNE O % RERE
MZEAL”. Finally, Ms Machiko Hachiya (Advisor to Kyushu
University EU Centre) concluded with a summary of the sym-
posium and the closing remarks.

This symposium was held online as a webinar in the midst of
the coronavirus pandemic, and the kick-off event was a great
success with the participation of approximately 70 people from
all over the country.
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Jean Monnet Centre at
Kyushu University
(JMCoE-Q)

Kyushu University EU Centre
strengthened its expertise on EU
matters while acting as the consorti-
um leader of the EU Institute in
Japan, Kyushu (EUIJ-Kyushu),
which was funded by the European
Commission. The university actively
promoted EU-related education and
research during this time. In recog-
nition of the achievements of EUI]J-
Kyushu, Kyushu University was
then selected as a Jean Monnet Cen-
tre of Excellence in Japan in 2016
(the project name was “Jean Monnet
Centre of Excellence-Kyushu
(IMCoE-Q)”) and developed a stra-
tegic three-year plan, which ended
in 2019. Now we are pleased to
announce that a new project, the
“Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence-
Kyushu, Second Stage (JMCoE-Q2)”,
starting on 17 November 2020 and
continuing to 16 November 2023,
will allow us to again carry out a
wide range of activities in educa-
tion, research, outreach, and aca-
demic exchange, and to contribute
to the globalization efforts of Kyu-
shu University through the further
deepening and development of EU
research and education.
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“Christmas in the EU”, an event co -
organised by the Fukuoka EU Associa-
tion and Kyushu University EU Centre
(JMCoE-Q), was held on Sunday 13 De-
cember 2020 at Kokusaihiroba in ACROS
Fukuoka. At the event, international stu-
dents from EU member countries intro-
duced how the Christmas season is cele-
brated in their home countries and about
festivities and customs peculiar to each
country. This year, two speakers from
Romania and Germany gave presenta-
tions.

Approximately 30 participants gathered
due to the limitation on the number of
participants under the coronavirus
(COVID-19) situation this year. Taking
into consideration the prevention of coro-
navirus infection, a transparent panel was
installed in front of the speakers, and we
paid attention to indoor ventilation,
wearing a mask, using disinfectant spray,
and keeping social distance.
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Mr Alexander Christl talks among participants
Alexander Christl (LL.M. Program,
Graduate School of Law, Kyushu Uni-
versity) from Germany said that Christ-
mas in Germany is now a cultural event
not so much related to religion, but more

about an important time to spend with
family as “a festival of love and family.”

BHHFEDA Y )+ /) Ar—EF A /Ms Irina Grigorovici

Advent is the period of waiting for
Christmas. At home in Germany, people
decorate the Advent calendar, and open
the numbered windows and count down
the days until Christmas Day, while
enjoying the sweets inside. He also intro-
duced the “Advent wreath”, which has
four candles on a large wreath and is lit
every Sunday, with pictures of wreaths
handmade by friends and family.

From Romania, Irina Grigorovici
(Doctoral course, Graduate School of
Economics, Kyushu University) made a
presentation. She explained that there is
a 40-day “Nativity Fast” before Christ-
mas starting in mid-November during
which animal products are forbidden.

Pork is highly prized for Christmas din-
ner, and various traditional pork dishes
are served. Also, in Romania, from
Christmas to New Year, it is customary
for children to gather and sing Christmas
carols from house to house and receive
gifts such as sweets, and she also often
sang such carols. She introduced some of
these traditional carols with audio and
video.

In the question time afterwards, from the
perspective of preventing infection of the
coronavirus, the two speakers walked
and talked alternately around the seated
participants. Participants asked a lot of
questions about Christmas, their home
countries, etc., and they both answered
politely. After the exchange session,
three lucky people took home a gift set
of Christmas sweets by lottery. The event
ended in a very peaceful atmosphere.
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Global Brand,
Jean Monnet Centre

A Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence
is one of the EU’s educational sup-
port programmes “Erasmus +”, and a
focal point of competence and
knowledge on European Union sub-
jects. A Jean Monnet Centre of Excel-
lence gathers the expertise and com-
petences of high-level experts and
aims at developing synergies be-
tween the various disciplines and
resources in European Studies, as
well as at creating joint transnational
activities and structural links with
academic institutions in other coun-
tries. It also ensures openness to a
civil society. Jean Monnet Centres of
Excellence have a major role in reach-
ing out to students from faculties not
normally dealing with European
Union issues as well as to policy
makers, civil servants, organised civil
society, and the general public at
large.

In Japan, in addition to Kyushu Uni-
versity, Kobe University was adopted
as a JMCoE in 2015 and 2018. More
than a hundred Jean Monnet Centres

Considering the situation of the spread of Covid-19 infection, an annual event in Febru-

ary titled "Enjoy the EU in Fukuoka", organized by the Fukuoka EU Association and co-
organized by Kyushu University EU Centre (Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence-Kyushu)
and other EU-related friendship associations and societies, was canceled.

of Excellence have been established
in the world, and it is currently being
developed as a global brand.
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EU Studies Diploma
Programmes (EU-DPs)

B

The European Union Studies Di-
ploma Programmes (EU-DPs)
provide students of Kyushu Uni-
versity with opportunities to study
about the EU and EU member
states.

EU-DPs students will gain a fun-
damental knowledge of the EU,
such as the history and role of the
EU constitution. They will deepen
their academic understanding of
the EU through further course-
work and the opportunity to write
a research paper.

EU-DPs consist of undergraduate
level and graduate level. Upon
completion of requirements, stu-
dents will be awarded a Diploma
in EU Studies.

*Please visit our website for de-
tails.

http:/ /eu.kyushu-u.ac.jp/
index.html
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91 students (70 undergraduates, 21 graduates) enrolled in the Fall Semester of 2020. Also, 6
undergraduate students (3 from School of Letters, 2 from School of Law, 1 from 21 Century
Program) were awarded the Diploma in EU Studies.
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2020 Fall Semester Research Paper Award
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In the 2020 Fall Semester, no research papers were submitted.
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Challenge to develop the EU Ed-
ucation & Research Ecosystem

Kyushu University’s EU-related interdisci-
plinary diploma course “EU-DPs” has been
providing a solid academic foundation for

all EU studies at the university. A dynamic
ecosystem for nurturing EU researchers has
been developed covering all stages from
undergraduate courses to graduate courses. y A



Interdisciplinary Seminar in EU Studies
(Advanced Seminar) opens

As an advanced development, following “Fundamentals of the
Europen Union — Institutions and Economics”, which is an intro-
ductory core lecture to promote comprehensive learning of the
basics of the EU from the perspectives of political science and
economics, a seminar-style course focused on EU studies has
been newly added from the 2021 academic year.

EU-DPsEETZEDFE .~
Voices from the EU-DPs Students who completed the programme
=
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Mr Masahiro Ota

SDGs-related course has been added

A new course “Kadai-Kyogaku (Interdisciplinary Collaborative
Learning of Social Issues)” related to the United Nation’s global
challenges, Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), has been
added to the lineup of EU-DPs courses. This is part of the effort
promoted by Kyushu University EU Centre (JMCoE-Q) to con-
sider the issue of “Global Challenges” that the whole world,
including the EU and Japan, is facing.
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*Completed EU-DP before graduation

(Completed EU Studies Undergraduate Diploma Programme in Spring 2020)
Affiliation at the time of completion of the programme: School of Sciences, Kyushu University

I found out about the EU Centre’ s EU-DPs programme
around the time the debate on Brexit was being discussed
quite vigorously. Under such circumstances, I became
aware again that there are regions in Europe where vari-—
ous kinds of movements can be freely made, and I was
very interested in the historical background of the EU,
and I wondered “How is it possible to do such a thing?”
As a result, I decided to think about the “local commu-
nity” in my own way, and as a first step, I decided to
enroll in and complete the EU-DPs programme. However
since the target courses were not offered in my depart-—
I took almost all of the required credits from
courses provided in other faculties. Therefore, I had to

choose classes offered at times when there were no clas—

ment,

ses in my own department, which was somewhat of a re—
striction. However, as there were many courses provided
in the EU-DPs programme, I took several courses each
semester in a carefully planned way, so that even a
student like me was able to complete it.

Through the EU-DPs programme, I studied at the
School of Law, Letters, and Agriculture. I

gained basic knowledge related to things such as Roman

Engineering,

law, German literature, architecture, and soil science

And I began to think that
in the EU, researchers in these fields are working on
projects in cooperation, which broadened my horizons.
Also, when I had the opportunity to participate in a
programme called “ASEAN in Today’ s World 2020” to learn
about regional integration at Malay University in Malay-—
sia, I talked with students from ASEAN countries making
and I think I was able

which was a great experience

use of my experience at EU-DPs,
to spend a more fulfilling time.

In this way, the EU-DPs programme provides an op—
portunity to think about regions around the world that

aim to connect beyond the boundaries of countries. If
[ would encourage you to join

you are interested in it,
us. We recom—
mend starting
with the
“Fundamentals
of the Europe—
an Union”
course, which
is offered in
the spring

semester!

R With the support of the
LR Erasmus+ Programme
*x X of the European Union
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Future Events

[ONLINE] Extension Lecture Series 2021 “The European Green Deal
- Aiming for a carbon—free society =~ (Japan—EU Friendship Week

event)

<A series of 4 times>

-Date: ®Mon. 28 June, @Mon. 5 July, @Mon. 12 July, @Mon. July 26

-Time: 19:00-20:30

-Venue: Online (Registration required)

[The 1st.] Mon. 28 June, Prof. Yu Hasumi (Rikkyo University)

[The 2nd.] Mon. 5 July, Prof. Kenji Iwata (Director of the Kyushu University

EU Centre)

[The 3rd.] Mon. 12 July, Assoc. Prof. Tatsuya Wakeyama (Kyushu University
Platform of Inter-/ Transdisciplinary Energy Research)

[The 4th] Mon. July 26, Prof. Yu Hasumi (Rikkyo University)

*Language: Japanese only

*Please visit the EU Centre’s website to see more details (from the beginning
of June) ; http:/ /eu.kyushu-u.ac.jp/index.html

[ONLINE] EU Studies Summer Course 2021 (a study camp, 3 days)
*Call for participants will be open in the middle of July 2021

-When: Mon. 6, Tue 7, and Wed. 8 in September 2021, 10:30~17:00
-Where: Online (Registration required)

-Who can apply: All university students in Japan (both undergraduates and
graduates) who are interested in learning about the EU

-What's the programme: Lectures on a variety of EU-related topics plus
student group discussion

-The number of participants: around 30 (A screening will be held, in case of
too many applications) , participation fee is free. Languages are Japanese and
English.

*This programme will be also provided as a course of “Interdisciplinary
Seminar in EU Studies” of Kyushu University.

HOW TO APPLY = please visit the EU Centre’s website to see more details
(from the middle of July) ; http://eu.kyushu-u.ac.jp/index.html

[ONLINE] Open Campus

Considering the infection status of the new coronavirus and the results
of last year, the 2021 Kyushu University Open Campus will be also
delivered online. Anyone who visits the website can view the EU Centre
information.

*Release time: The 2021 Kyushu University Open Campus special web-
site will open from around mid-July to August.

@ Please see the Kyushu University website for details.

https:/ /www.kyushu-u.ac.jp/ja/
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