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Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence-Kyushu (JMCoE-Q) Kick-off Seminar

The Kyushu University EU Centre, Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence-Kyushu (JMCoE-Q) Kick-Off
Seminar “Deciphering Brexit Impact” was held on Sunday, 30 Oct. 2016, 13:30-16:15, at Kyushu Uni-
versity Nishijin Plaza, to recognize that Kyushu University has been accepted for the EU fund project
as a “Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence” under Erasmus+, which is the European Union programme
for education, training, youth and sport.

The seminar was organized by the Kyushu University EU Centre, supported by the Fukuoka EU Asso-
ciation, Saga EU Association, The Kyushu Society for EU Studies, and Institut Frangais Japon - Kyu-
shu. Approximately 70 people, including university students
and researchers, those from EU-related organizations and
other international exchange organizations, as well as those
from the general public, all participated in the festivities.

In his opening remarks, Prof. Kenji Iwata, Director of Kyu-
shu University EU Centre, Faculty of Economics, Kyushu
University, spoke about the Jean Monnet Centre of Excel-
lence-Kyushu (JMCoE-Q) project, the background of its
application, the main gist of the program, and the contents
of its activities for the coming three years. (continue to page 3
for more details)
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The annual gathering of the EU Centres in the Asia—Facific area took place in Taiwan
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Annual Roundtable of EU
Centres in Asia-Pacific

The annual gathering of the EU
Centres in the Asia-Pacific area
took place in Taiwan hosted by
the National Taiwan University
(NTU) on 18-20 December 2016.
We had already got together in
February 2016 in Macau, so this
gathering in Taiwan was the sec-
ond one in 2016. It was because
the NTU had planned to host an
international workshop of the EU
Centre in Taiwan (EUTW), and
they kindly invited all the EU
Centres including the NTU Jean
Monnet network partners to par-
ticipate in the planned interna-
tional workshop. Consequently,
there were participants from the
UK, France, Czech Republic, Po-
land, USA, and China, in addition
to the usual participants from the
Asia-Pacific including Australia
and New Zealand.

The theme of the workshop was
“EU New Trade Strategy and Inter
-regionalism.” The three-day
programme was started with a
welcome dinner on the 18th at a
fabulous canteen of the NTU,
followed by a full-day presenta-
tion in three sessions on the 19th,
and finally on the 20th, a big
roundtable with all the partici-
pants’ exchanges on the current
issues and future prospects of
trade schemes from a point of
view of multi-regionalism. Many
of the participants were meeting
for the first time, but by the end of
the three days, a friendly atmos-
phere of solidarity, built through
the EU studies, was certainly
shared among everyone. (By
Machiko Hachiya)

T VT KR EU R 2 — BT R T —T L

AREZIE, 20164E 2B 2 F2BHOT 7 R
F=TN Ll E LR, ZHIEEISMIC R
EEDT Y RT—7 V& EiE LIC LT HEE
ENHLOTY, TOMBIE, REEREE
FREENTWIZAEEIE Y Z— (EUTW) 23,
Hx o EZORMICEBEY —27 v a v THfk
ZFPE LTIl Eon O
HLEWIDIFT, 77 RT—T AL
by EHEREV—7 v a vy I A—REIISINT 5 2
AR TV W TWENnS T, Lz
Mo, BHOT DT KEEMX OEUE
S —ZEETHRFIMAT, A XV A, 7
FUA, Fxa, R—=F R, TAYDER
[E, FENDLOSME L & bIT, REB4041F
EORWMOIRT I RT—T e EL
7oo ARIOEEIE, 18H OES BB KT
(NTU) OB LB ETOEEE, 19HD
Do LoFEo3ty g ToOWE, 200
FRITPDOREBINOD T 7 RF—T7 1 & EC
RELET 07T ARHENATHE L,

Aalo D “EU New Trade Strategy and

Caa U — -0 it Faae b0
| Criwa e Opportio iy A
} B Carooean b= b aton Uader Craderge”
| { o ‘c E FE—

22N all participants

Inter-regionalism” M & ¢, Mk /12
KD E G NE T L TV D IESCA %O R
L7 Sz onT o, MliEA#E v A Einiz
WEMNTEINELE,

% < OBIMNEDYITE T LA, B ONTU
DRV & SITEE DI T b d - T,
EURFZE& O EIC U E N3 H L 220 £ L
oo (OCGE \BEHF)

T OT KEHIREU s 5 — K T — T

12H20 A D%, REREDT-DDOU—r v a v 7R SNE L, 2H5OWSIE,
Y OT VT« KO v 4 — b OBMFICBSENTCWE L, A=A FZ VT
L =2 —U— T REETAPHIE ) 5204 OB ME 25T, 320% v ¥ a > CHEOHFIEHK
ROMER eI E Lic, UNKRFENOITIEFFOVNHTFI A (ELHRRE) EHEARALI A (F
TR BB LE Lz, FEOEIE X —MEREITLTWERAERIX, 3y varoxT
L—Z —Catima & LTI L E Uiz, REBICEEFHE EEHEORENMTDONE LR, 4
ENEFIAEIC B L CER RGN E0 o728 W) OREE OB L7 ¢ L7z, AWSik, K

JUNRFEUE/ h=72 5 D24 Participants from KU EU Centre

NaE b+ (FE2H4NH) MsMachiko Hachiya, fourth from the left
AL (Fi77H4NH) Ms Fumi Yoshimoto, fourth from the right
W7 (752N H) Ms Deng Menggiao, second from the right

S OIE|BE St C O

S EOMBORLE S,

LV MBI HEBZ
T, bIFRFAELL O
MR EFE D L o
Yoy, OHE: AR
EFH1)

Asia-Pacific EU
Studies Gradu-
ate Student
Workshop

Following the EUTW JM
international workshop,
another annual work-
shop of graduate stu-
dents of the EU Centres in
the Asia-Pacific area took
place in the afternoon of the

20th and during a full day on the 21st of December at the NTU. The 20 participants, including
Deng Menggiao and Fumi Yoshimoto, both from the Graduate School of Law, presented their
papers in four sessions, and professors participated as moderators as well as discussants for
each session. They all agreed that the papers presented this year had demonstrated sound
research and were of very high all-around quality. The workshop seems to have reached a level
that went beyond its initial purpose as an exercise opportunity for the students to one which
provided a challenging stage instead. (By Machiko Hachiya)
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(Details for the top page)
JMCoE-Q Kick-off Seminar

Prof. Ken Endo, Faculty of Public Policy, Hokkaido University, who is an expert and leading
scholar on EU Studies, was welcomed as the keynote speaker. Prof. Endo gave a lecture that
went along with his own book, which had just been published on 20 Oct. 2016, titled [
BIERED D Z—A XY AHEHHEOE U L5 —]  (Chuko Shinsho). Due to the referendum
in the UK held on 23 June 2016, the so-called Brexit was achieved when the “leave” camp
gained a majority of the votes, evoking an economic destabilization worldwide, and the politi-
cal situation in the UK became somewhat clouded. Prof. Endo explained who voted and how
these various age and education levels voted in the referendum which saw a high voter turnout
of 72.2%. He also provided a geographical analysis and party affiliation analysis of the vote.
Additionally, he suggested that it was not the collective power of the general public, or
“Democracy”, but rather “Dema-cracy” (meaning demagogic democracy) that had been ram-
pant among society, which prevailed. Furthermore, the pro-Brexit faction had insisted on the
existence of a visionary world as if there were a rosy future ahead. This, however, was likely to
damage the U.K. and the EU, and eventually, weigh on the strength of liberal democracy in the

world. (continue to the next page)
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Global Brand,
Jean Monnet Centre

A Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence is
one of the EU’s educational support
programs “Erasmus +”, and a focal
point of competence and knowledge
on European Union subjects. A Jean
Monnet Centre of Excellence gathers
the expertise and competences of high
-level experts and aims at developing
synergies between the various disci-
plines and resources in European
Studies, as well as at creating joint
transnational activities and structural
links with academic institutions in
other countries. It also ensures open-
ness to a civil society. Jean Monnet
Centres of Excellence have a major
role in reaching out to students from
faculties not normally dealing with
European Union issues as well as to
policy makers, civil servants, organ-
ised civil society, and the general
public at large.

In Japan, Kobe University was adopt-
ed as a JMCoE in 2015. More than a
hundred Jean Monnet Centres of
Excellence have been established in
the world, and it is currently being
developed as a global brand.
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Jean Monnet Centre at
Kyushu University
(MCoE-Q)

Kyushu University strength-
ened its expertise on EU mat-
ters during the activities as the
consortium leader of the EU
Institute in Japan, Kyushu
(EUIJ-Kyushu), which was
funded by the European Com-
mission. The University has
continued to promote EU-
related education and research.
In recognition of our earlier
achievements as EUIJ-Kyushu,
Kyushu University was select-
ed as the second Jean Monnet
Centre of Excellence in Japan
(the full project name is “Jean
Monnet Centre of Excellence-
Kyushu”). It will develop a
strategic three-year plan from
September 2016 to August
2019, including a wide range of
activities on education, re-
search, outreach, and academic
exchange. It will provide guid-
ance and a vision for the best
experts for creating synergies
on specific EU subjects, and it
will contribute to the strength-
ening of global development.

(continued from page 3) In the discussion, in
reaction to the keynote speech by Prof.
Endo, Prof. Iwata, gave some detailed com-
mentary on Brexit from various economic
aspects. He explained that the U.K.’s export
destination is mainly the EU, and that leav-
ing the EU would impact not only the U.K.
but also other euro-area countries trading
with the U.K. in terms of tariffs.

As a final program, a question and answer
session based on questionnaires gathered
from the audience was conducted, in which
Prof. Endo and Prof. Iwata were panelists,
and Ms Machiko Hachiya, Advisor of Kyu-
shu University EU Centre, served as a
moderator. They selected some questions
to answer, and Prof. Endo and Prof. Iwata
answered each question thoughtfully, cov-
ering topics such as “why the opt-out did-
n’t have an effect”, “the impact of Brexit on
Asia and Russia”, and “China-United
Kingdom relations”.

Finally, Ms Reiko Aoki, Executive Vice
President, Kyushu University, gave a clos-
ing address. Ms Aoki ended her speech by

stating that it was a joyful occasion that
Kyushu University had been selected as a
Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence, which is
one of the global networks established at a
hundred leading universities around the
world. Ms Aoki asked all the participants
for their continued support and coopera-
tion.

After the conference, a gathering designed
for exchanging opinions and ideas among
participants was held. It was impressive to
see the students and general participants
asking questions directly to the lecturers
with such enthusiasm. The Kick-off Semi-
nar certainly ended successfully.

According to the results of the participants’
questionnaire, the lecture provided a clear
explanation for all participants regardless
of their knowledge level, and the contents
were thought-provoking. Many partici-
pants answered that the seminar had been
meaningful and informative, and implied
that the seminar was highly satisfactory
due to the topic being such a relevant issue
at the moment.
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EU Information Event

On 15 December 2016, an EU Information Event for Kyushu University students was held
at Oumei Kohi Kan, Kyushu University, under the cooperation of the Kyushu University
EU Centre and Kyushu University Self-Access Learning Centre (SALC). Approximately 20
students gathered. The EU Study Diploma Programmes (EU-DPs), which are provided as
an axis of the EU Centre’s educational activities for Kyushu University students, along with
various events being planned as JMCoE-Q activities for the coming years, such as seminars,
EU Studies tour, and EU Studies Summer Course, were introduced.

Prof. Hiroshi Ohashi, Director of SALC, Faculty of Arts and Science, stated that he was
looking forward to further fosterage of collaborative relationships. Prof. Kenji Iwata, Direc-
tor of the Kyushu University EU Centre, Faculty of Economics, gave a lecture for around 15
minutes about the UK's Separation from the EU, titled “Brexit Mini Lecture”, which cov-
ered a basic explanation of EU institutions for students unfamiliar with the EU.

Ms Lyailya Nurgaliyeva from the Republic of Kazakhstan, who is currently working at
SALC as a language coaching staff and had completed the EU-DPs course, spoke about her
own experiences of learning about the EU through EU-DPs. She explained that the EU-DPs
are not only useful for gaining knowledge, but also as a key to opening the door to realizing

Related websites

SALC
http://www.artsci.kyushu-u.ac.jp/
~salc/index.php/newsjp/

SCIKyu
https://ja-jp-facebook.com/SCIKyu

Finally, Mr Hijiri Miyazaki, a fourth-year student of the School of Engineering, Kyushu University, talked about his personal experience
at the EU Studies Residential Summer Course. He is working as a director of the Student Committee for the Internationalization of Kyu-
shu University (SCIKyu), which is an official committee comprised of Japanese students, international students, and some teaching and
non-teaching staff members, whose aim is to help foster the internationalization of Kyushu University. He explained that he learned a
lot through the curriculum of the summer course in which participants could learn general and basic knowledge about the EU, covering
topics such as economics, law, politics, society, and culture. He emphasized that the final program, a “Simulation of the European Coun-
cil”, was meaningful as a compilation of the programme. Mr Miyazaki also explained the aims and activities of SCIKyu.

Traditional Italian sweets served in the Christmas season, called panettone, were served with coffee, and the event ended in a relaxed

atmosphere.

Christmas in the EU
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Jean Monnet Seminar
Series, “Brexit and the
Future of Europe: Focus-
ing on the income gap”

A special lecture by Emeritus
Professor of Tohoku University
Dr. Soko Tanaka on “Brexit and
the Future of Europe: Focusing
on the Income Gap” was held
on Friday, 27 January 2017,
10:30-12:00, at Hakozaki Cam-
pus, Kyushu University. The
lecture was organized by the
Kyushu University EU Centre
as part of the Jean Monnet
Centre of Excellence-Kyushu
(JMCoE-Q) Seminar Series.
Approximately 200 people,
including university students
and researchers, as well as
those from the public, partici-
pated.

Following the introduction by
Prof. Kenji Iwata, Director of
Kyushu University EU Centre,
Faculty of Economics, Kyushu
University, Prof. Soko Tanaka,
a distinguished scholar who
has long been leading EU Stud-
ies in Japan, delivered his im-
passioned speech which in-
cluded a variety of significant
data.

In his speech, he discussed

challenges facing the EU and
presented a perspective for a
future Europe, following the
situation surrounding Brexit.

He argued that, judging from
an economic point of view,
leaving the EU (especially the
WTO status) is something
against reason for the UK econ-
omy, because the UK has pros-
pered as a part of the EU-wide
supply chain. However, he
pointed out that neoliberal
policies, including globaliza-
tion, pursued by advanced
economies, and their conse-
quences such as the income
gap and immigration issues lay
behind the Brexit vote. He also
argued that after the Lehman
crisis in 2008, the world econo-
my entered a “Populism Stage”
characterized by economic
domination of great powers.
(continue to the next page)
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Christmas in the EU

"Christmas in the EU", co-organized by the
Fukuoka EU Association and EU Centre, was
held on Sunday, 18 December 2016 at Koku-
saihiroba, ACROS Fukuoka. At the event,
international students from EU member coun-
tries introduced how the Christmas season is
celebrated in their home countries. Approxi-

Mr Friedrich Baumgaertel from Germany
(LL.M. Programme, Graduate School of Law,
Kyushu University) introduced the special
term to prepare for the Christmas season,
between 1 to 24 December, called “Advent”.
During Advent, you can enjoy Christmas mar-
kets lined up side by side in peaceful harmony
in the centre of the city, and visitors can enjoy
spiced mulled wine (“Glithwein” in German).
Christmas season is also a special season, of
course, for children. “Advent calendars” which
have many windows and doors, each with a
number between 1 and 24, are very popular.
Behind each one, often a piece of chocolate can
be found. Children excitedly await the ap-
proach of Christmas by opening the small
doors or windows day by day leading up to
Christmas Day

After the presentations, everyone enjoyed time
for conversation with delicious tea and cake in

mately 50 participants gathered. The partici-
pants listened with great interest to the presen-
tations about festivities and customs peculiar
to each country.

a festive atmosphere. All the participants en-
joyed special Christmas cookies handmade by
Friedrich’s mother and sent from Germany.

Ms Kelly Knapen from Belgium (CSPA Pro-
gramme, Graduate School of Law, Kyushu
University) explained that the Christmas sea-
son in Belgium starts from 6 December, Saint
Nicholas Day, which is the same as in many
other European countries, and children in
Belgium can get presents from Saint Nicholas
on that day. There is a Christmas market tak-
ing place in various regions in Belgium, which
is said to have originated in Germany.
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£ A HEBEK (Left) Prof. Kenji Iwata, Director
of KU EU Centre

e s P FEAIK, (Centre) Dr. Soko Tanaka
£\ EH K (Right) Ms Machiko Hachiya, Advi-
sor of KU EU Centre

In his concluding remarks, Prof. Tanaka explained
that the EU economy is facing a series of challeng-
es to accommodate itself to this "new reality"
through establishing EU systems to remedy the
gap amongst member states and a new FTA be-
tween the EU and the UK following Brexit, and
finally pointed out that the result of the upcoming

French presidential election is likely to be a wa- BRNCEZ 5 PR
tershed Dr. Tanaka answered questions from students
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The seminar ended successfully, and it was impressive to see the many students and researchers who formed a queue to ask questions
directly to Prof. Soko Tanaka.a dream. She encouraged the participants to learn more through the EU-DPs course. (By Kenji Iwata)
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° Participants with Dr. Chiharu Kubo (President of
An event titled "EI’IjOy the EU in Fukuoka" Kyushu University, and Director of Fukuoka EU
Association)

arranged by the Fukuoka EU Association,

which marks the 8th time it has been organized, was held on 6 February 2017 at the Nishitetsu
Grand Hotel. Under the theme of "Music, Food, Wine, and the EU", nine various associations, most
of them EU-related friendship associations and societies, took part as exhibitors and presented their
recent activities to the participants with a keen interest in the EU and Europe. Prof. Kenji Iwata
(Director of Kyushu University EU Centre), Prof. Edward Vickers (Faculty of Human-Environment
Studies, Kyushu University), and two participating international students from Kyushu University
EU Centre introduced the EU Centre and its activities to the guests. Guests enjoyed the delicious
food and wine that represented the different countries at the event. Participants visited each exhibi-
tion booth of the EU-related associations, while pamphlets were distributed and specialty products
were sold. In a friendly atmosphere, it became a moment in which we could feel the different cul-
tures and attractiveness of the EU, while enjoying meeting new people and listening to the short

presentations.
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Extra Report about Christmas in the EU

Thanks to an unexpected offer by Mr Ikki Toyama (Lee Kuan Yew School of Public

Policy, National University of Singapore), who participated in the event “Christmas in

the EU” (please refer to page 5 and 6), a student exchange between Kyushu University

and National University of Singapore became a reality during the Japan Tour of Na-

tional University of Singapore in February. The student exchange happened success-

fully with flexible understanding and support from teachers in the Faculty of Law and
Economics, Kyushu University. As an industrial tour course in Fukuoka, approximately 20
students from the CSPA and LL.M. courses, including EU-DPs students and two teachers
(Prof. Jiro Hasumi, Faculty of Law, Kyushu University, and Assoc. Prof. Ms Chu Meifen, Faculty of Economics, Kyushu University) took
part in the two-day tour to visit Yawata Steel Works and Toyota Kyushu Factory, as well as a Fukuoka City Hall meeting with the mayor of
Fukuoka. In the exchange gathering held at night on the first day of the tour, Kyushu University international students from various coun-
tries (China, Korea, Peru,
Mexico, Thailand, Belgium,
Sri Lanka, Guateala, Mon-
golia, and Afghanistan) had
an exchange of views and

/)
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Exchange gathering in Fukuoka City

expanded the wave of ex-
change. It became a pre-
cious opportunity for net-
working for all students
participating from both

universities.

BpTRAM, R, WMATTR (GRR) L ORSIRE
Visit to Fukuoka City Hall, Gathering photo with Mayor Takashima (seated centre)
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