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The EU Study Tour 2026 was conducted from 14 to 23 BUMYA2 | Christmes in the EU...
February 2026 (10 days) as the third programme of its kind 77 5
under the framework of the Jean Monnet CoE Programme, 'y E4¥3F— | ]M Seminar ..... 6

following those held in 2019 and 2024. L
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After a competitive selection process, 15 students were chosen to visit two countries, Luxembourg LeCture ....eeeveeveeveeeeeeeeeiieeeeeenens 7
and Belgium, where they participated in a comprehensive training programme including visits to
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EU institutions and an exchange programme at Ghent University. EHCEALGIE || 2alay e 210 o
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All of the participating students received financial support of ¥300,000 per person for travel ex-
penses through the “EU Centre EU Study Tour Scholarship”, and eight students received support
concurrently through the “Kyushu University Fund Study Abroad Scholarship (Short-Term Study
Abroad Program)”. In addition, as in 2024, this EU study tour was offered as a Kyushu University S B GE ANHERE | Prof. Iwata’ s
AY 2025 course titled “EU fEE 374 —" (+1) (English course title: “EU Study Tour”), which is gUESE 1CCtUre. v 9
part of the General Subjects under KIKAN Education for Undergraduate Schools / Special Skill WI7eiEE) | Research Activities
Development Courses under KIKAN Education
for Graduate Schools (EU-DPs designated course),
allowing students to earn academic credits.
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Diploma Programmes (EU-DPs) ... 10,11

ETEH D7 | Voices from the EU-DPs

Dr Unho Lee (Lecturer, Faculty of Law, Kyushu
Students who completed the programme

University) and a JTB tour guide accompanied the
group throughout the programme, and risk man-
agement measures were carried out to ensure a
safe and secure experience. (Continue to page 2-4)
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(Continued from page 1) As part of the preparations, the pro-
gramme offered three training sessions: Session 1 [December
2025], Session 2 [January 2026], and Session 3 [February 2026]. The
first session consisted of an overview of the programme arrange-
ments by the Secretariat, travel guidance by JTB, a mini-lecture on
the EU by Assoc. Prof. Tomomi Shiosaki (Kyushu University,
Faculty of Economics), and an on-demand lecture in English by
Prof. Mark Fenwick
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(Kyushu University, Faculty of

Law), both instructors of the

KIKAN Education course

“Fundamentals of the European

Union - Institutions and Econom-

ics”. The second session featured ) o

the Jean Monnet Seminar “EU Kot % R &/ EuTo P s
Foreign Policy in Times of Contestation”, delivered in English by
Dr Michael Reiterer, former EU Ambassador to South Korea and
Special Professor at the Brussels School of Governance. The third
session consisted of an online virtual tour of the European Court
of Justice (EC]) in Luxembourg. In addition, a pre-presentation
session was held in preparation for the research workshop at
Ghent University.

Through these activities, the preparatory programme adopted
diverse formats and perspectives, enabling participants to acquire
basic understanding of the EU while further enhancing and diver-
sifying the content of their learning.

The tour began in Luxembourg, one of the institutional seats of
the EU. On the first day, participants received a briefing on the EU
at the European Parliament (EP), followed by a visit to Eurostat,
where they learned in detail how data underpins European inte-
gration. The European Parliament operates across three cities:
Strasbourg in France, where plenary sessions are held; Brussels in
Belgium, where legislative proposals are concretised and policy
formation is advanced through committee deliberations and inter-
institutional negotiations; and Luxembourg, where the Secretariat
is based. By visiting the European Parliament in both Luxembourg
and Brussels, participants deepened their understanding of how
these functions are operated in coordination, gaining insights into
the distinct roles performed in each location.

At the EU's political heart in Brussels, the group visited the Euro-
pean External Action Service (EEAS) — the core body responsible
for coordinating the EU’s foreign and security policy, which be-
came fully operational in 2011 —and, on the final day of the tour,
the European Commission (EC), the EU’s executive body, compa-
rable to a ‘cabinet’. These visits provided participants with a mul-
tifaceted perspective on the policy-making process from historical
and legal standpoints, as well as insights into the cooperative
relationship between EU Member States and EU institutions.

At Ghent University in Belgium, with which the Kyushu Universi-
ty EU Centre has an inter-departmental exchange agreement, the
group participated in a research workshop titled “The 1920 Ant-
werp Olympic Games: Japan, Belgium, and International Sporting
Exchange” and delivered group presentations. The presentations
were organized into three themes: (1) Japanese and Belgian Eco-
nomics, (2) Languages and Society in Japan and Belgium, and (3)
Student and Youth Attitudes in Japan and Belgium. Through
these themes, the students examined the current situations, as well
as shared challenges, in Japan and Belgium, leading to in-depth
discussions. In addition to researchers from Belgium and abroad,
the students engaged in lively exchanges with European students
studying Japanese locally, making it a valuable opportunity to
deepen mutual understanding from an international perspective.
Furthermore, during weekend free time, with the support of the
Ghent University Japan Friendship Society, the students visited
Belgian cities such as Antwerp and Bruges, further strengthening
the bonds among the students.
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(Continued from page 2) After returning from
the trip, on 24 March, a debriefing session titled
“Exploring Europe over Coffee: Experiencing
the EU in Action - A Perspective Beyond
Guidebooks from 15 Kyushu University Stu-
dents” was held at the Kyushu University Ito
Tsutaya Bookstore Art Lounge. The event was
attended by over 40 people, including friends
and acquaintances of the student participants,
as well as the general public. The session was
conducted as an activity of “Science Café” (*2),
where participants shared their learning
through interactive dialogue with experts in a
relaxed atmosphere. Additionally, an “EU
Study Tour Photo Exhibition”, featuring photo-
graphs taken on-
site by partici-
pating students,
including those
from the Kyushu
University Pho-
tography Club,
was held at the
same venue for
approximately
one week.

(Continue to the
next page)
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Combined recipients with the
’Kyushu University Fund Study
Abroad Scholarship (Short-Term
Study Abroad Program)’

*fEH ZEBE / Misaki TOKUCHI
(B FER/School of Education)

*IIR BR3E / Tatsumi
MATSUKUMA
(F2=2ER/School of Sciences)

J\ill ¥3/ Mao YATSUNAMI
(T%ER/School of Engineering )

£K HODA /Kanon NAGAKI
(Z 1T T &8 /School of Design)

*&H A EH / Miyu YOSHIDA
(£ BI=2#8/School of Interdisciplinary
Science and Innovation)

*EH #F / Saaya HIRATA
(#BI=2ER/School of Interdisciplinary
Science and Innovation)

*|L[I§ SFIF / Uki YAMASAKI
(X ER/School of Letters)

FHt B4 / Aoi NOMURA
(GEZER/School of Law)

xR0 #Eth / Takuya HARAGU-
CHI
($2:F &8 /School of Economics)

*55c M / Rin IWAMOTO
(BEZEB/School of Medicine)

AT #F / Yuma KINOSHITA
(L% &}/School of Engineering )

¥ BEE / Urara KOGA
(% #R/School of Engineering )

*K# EH / Mayu OGUSU
(= E8/School of Agriculture)

/N> K3 / Duola PAN
(ANIRESFF/Graduate School of
Human—Environment Studies)

ARYM) 72T+ / Andi SU-
MANTRI

(GRZFF(CSPA) /Graduate School of
Law)

PR 2 - EUG TR
(Debriefing Session, EU Photo Exhibition)

(Continued from page 3) Through European
landscapes and scenes of daily life captured
from the students’ perspectives, the exhibition
conveyed the local atmosphere that cannot be
expressed by words alone, providing a multi-
faceted opportunity to share the outcomes of

We would like to once again express our deep-
est gratitude to the professors and staff at each
of the institutions visited, as well as to all those
involved in the planning and execution of the
JMCoE-Q EU Study Tour 2025. During the
Ghent University programmes, we received
generous support from Professor Andreas
Niehaus and Professor Anna Andreeva, as
well as other academic staff and students in-
volved. We would also like to extend our
heartfelt gratitude to the students of the Japa-
nese Language Course of Department of Lan-
guages and Cultures, Faculty of Arts and Phi-
losophy, and the Japanese Friends Association
(Nihon Tomo no Kai) for their warm welcome
and invaluable support.

*The next EU Study Tour is yet to be determined. For

the trip. Sfurther details, please visit the website.

https:/feu.kyushu-u.ac.jp/en,

On the day, all 15 students, including those
participating online from overseas, came to-
gether to report on their learning and insights
gained during the trip. Prof. Machiko Hachiya,
an advisor to Kyushu University EU Centre,
who served as moderator and commentator,
offered warm words of encouragement to the
students as they continue to grow into future
leaders in an era of multicultural coexistence.

The experiences gained through this study
tour offered participants the opportunity to
engage directly with the realities of regional
integration within the EU and to reflect on
how diverse cultures and values can coexist.
These experiences are expected to serve as a
strong foundation for future learning, re-
search, and practical engagement in the inter-
national community.
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(*1) About the course “EU# % I F-—* (English course title: “EU Study Tour”) >>> One of the challenges to develop the EU Education &
Research Ecosystem. Kyushu University’s EU-related interdisciplinary diploma course “EU-DPs” has been providing a solid academic foundation
for all EU Studies at the university. A dynamic ecosystem for nurturing EU researchers has been developed, covering all stages, from undergradu-
ate courses to graduate courses. As an advanced development, following “Fundamentals of the European Union—Institutions and Economics”, a
seminar-style course “Interdisciplinary Seminar in EU Studies” focused on EU Studies was newly established in 2021 and implemented as the “EU
Studies Summer Course” in 2021 and 2022, and to further promote it, following the 2024 EU study tour, the 2025 EU study tour was offered as
the “EU i@ KB I —" .

(*2) Science Cafés >>> Science Cafés are held on a relatively small scale to discuss highly specialised content among a wide range of people, not
limited to specialists, with an emphasis on interactive communication between scientists/researchers and the public. “Science” in this case is
considered to include all academic fields. The Kyushu University Social Collaboration Promotion Office aims to contribute to the revitalisation of
Citizen Science by promoting outreach activities closely linked to the local community and by promoting social collaboration activities that
contribute to the scientific activities of the general public.
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“Christmas in the EU”, an event jointly organ-

ised by the Fukuoka EU Association and Kyu-
shu University EU Centre (JMCoE-Q), was

D/ Presentation

held on 13 December 2025

on the 3rd floor of ACROS

Fukuoka, within the Fukuoka International
Exchange Center. At the event, international
students from EU member countries intro-

—

duced how the Christmas season is celebrated
in their home countries and about festivities
and customs peculiar to each country. This
year, two speakers from Italy and Germany
gave presentations, with approximately 50
participants attending due to the limitation on
the number of attendees.

Ms Solimene Alessandra, a doctoral student at
the Graduate School of Humanities, Kyushu
University, originally from the Republic of
Italy, began by cheerfully calling out “Buon
Natale!” (meaning “Merry Christmas” in Ital-
ian) together with everyone. She explained
that in Italy, it is customary to start decorating
Christmas trees around 8 December and to
display a “Presepe”, a nativity scene depicting
the birth of Jesus Christ. She also introduced
the tradition of gathering with family to cele-
brate Christmas over the three days of 24, 25,
and 26 December, and
noted that Santa Claus
is known as “Babbo
Natale,” meaning
“Father Christmas”.

Mr Marcel Marga, a
Master's student at
the Graduate School
of Human and Envi-
ronmental Studies, Kyushu University, gave a
presentation on behalf of the Federal Republic
of Germany. He explained that Christmas in
Germany is widely known as a “festival of
love” and, while it remains a religious holiday
celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ, he noted
that it has increasingly come to be regarded as
a “family celebration”. During his presenta-
tion, he also shared personal family photo-
graphs. In addition, he introduced various
traditions and customs of German Christmas,
including Advent decorations that vary by
region and household, Advent calendars for
children, and the origins of Christmas markets,
which began in medieval Germany as markets
for procuring winter provisions.

During the Q&A session that followed, numer-
ous questions were asked by participants, and
both speakers responded thoughtfully. Finally,
to deepen everyone’s understanding of Italy
and Germany, a true-or-false quiz was held.
All participants were also treated to Italian
panettone and German stollen, as the event
concluded in a warm and friendly atmosphere.
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Try the Quiz!

Here are the true-or-false quizzes we
held on the day —one from Italy and one
from Germany. Why not give them a
g0? (The answers are below.)

Quiz @ >>> In Italy, a witch called “La
Befana” brings sweets to children’s
stockings on Christmas Eve.

Quiz @ >> The German proverb
“That’s not my beer” means “That’s
none of my business”.

PYRTROAXDEZ D x BE)NT7—FI&
DRI ZATTIFHL, 1 BSE DR (AREOHT

RITFEBBICBEFERH>TAESNTNE
T.@ O BB E—ILI=TEFDOEFEILELSH

A
ANSWER for Christmas Quiz @ FALSE (Note:

“La Befana” is said to bring sweets to children on
the night of 5 January, the eve of Epiphany,
rather than on Christmas Eve.), @ TRUE (Note:
“beer” is used metaphorically here to mean
“one’s own responsibility”.)
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Jean Monnet Seminar “EU Foreign Policy in Times of Contestation”
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On 8 January 2026, the Kyushu University EU Centre hosted
a lecture titled “EU Foreign Policy in Times of Contestation,”
welcoming Dr Michael Reiterer, former EU Ambassador to
South Korea, Distinguished Professor at the Brussels School
of Governance, and Visiting Professor at Ritsumeikan Uni-
versity, as the speaker.

This lecture was held in a hybrid format, and conducted in
English, with the
event open to the
general public exclu-
sively for online
participation, result-
ing in approximately
50 attendees nation-
wide, both in-person
and online.

Opening remarks
were delivered in-
person by Prof. Kenji
Iwata, Executive
Vice President and
former Director of
the Kyushu Univer-
sity EU Centre. Fol-
lowing this, under

the moderation
of Prof. Jiro
Hasumi, Direc-
tor of the Kyu-
shu University
EU Centre, Dr
Michael Reiter-
er gave his
lecture.

The lecture high-
lighted how
complex international circumstances —including the war in
Ukraine, Russia's aggressive posture toward Europe, ongo-
ing violence in the Gaza Strip, and the US-China trade and
technology war —are placing significant strain on the EU's
foreign and security policy. It was noted that as the US de-
mands increased burdens from Europe and Asia, geopolitics
is superseding geoeconomics, necessitating a new emphasis
on defense and deterrence. It was also pointed out that the
significance of the EU, established as an entity independent
of any power within the post-World War II peace order, is
being questioned anew.

SeyT TAT T L
Dr. Michael Reiterer

During the Q&A session following the lecture, along with
responses to questions from the audience, a lively discussion
took place on the challenges and prospects for EU diplomacy
in an era of confrontation.

*This event was held as part of the preparatory training for the
Kyushu University EU Centre (JMCoE-Q) EU Study Tour 2025.

FEFEDOFRT / Lecture

et HRTEE =R, S xz - AT T
JHHEEELE / From left, Prof. Jiro Hasumi, Dr Michael
Reiterer, Prof. Kenji Iwata
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JM Seminar MoFA Diplomacy Lecture “Lectures on the Diplomatic Bluebook”
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BEOE B BREK
Lecturer, Mr MasayasuYoshida

On 18 December 2025, the J]M Seminar MoFA Diplomacy Lecture
titled “Lectures on the Diplomatic Bluebook” was held at Ito Cam-
pus of Kyushu University. Mr Masayasu Yoshida, the Director of
the Policy Planning Office, Foreign Policy Bureau, Ministry of For-
eign Affairs of Japan, was welcomed as the lecturer.

This event was held as part of the Seminar “Development and
Good Govern-
ance” (a joint course
of the CSPA Pro-
gramme, Graduate
School of Law and
Undergraduate Po-
litical Studies Semi-
nar, School of Law,
Professor Jiro Hasu-
mi) It was held

exclusively within
iiF DR/ Lecture

the university, with 33 students from various undergraduate
and graduate schools, as well as the students enrolled in the
class, who gathered and listened ardently to the lecture.

Under the theme of “International Situation Awareness and

Prospects for Japanese Diplomacy”, the lecture followed the
contents of the Diplomatic Bluebook along with introductions

to specific cases.

Three students from the seminar led by Prof. Takuma
Nakashima (Faculty of Law, Kyushu University; specializing in
the history of Japanese politics and diplomacy) also gave
presentations on the Diplomatic Bluebook 2025, which led to a
lively interactive exchange of opinions.

After the lecture, Mr Yoshida shared valuable insights concern-
ing his experiences as a diplomat and about the attractiveness of
working at the MoFA. In a student questionnaire, the following

thoughtful comments
were received: “It wasn't
just about diplomacy; I
was able to learn about
the work of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, and it
gave me the opportunity
to take an interest in the
field, as I realized just
how impressive the work
being done there is”, and
“I found it particularly
interesting that, ultimate-
ly, it is the citizens who
decide on matters of di-
plomacy”.

The event was a very
meaningful opportunity
for students hoping to
work overseas or in the
Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs in the future.

V Full text of the Diplo-
matic Bluebook (English)

https://

www.mofa.go.jp/policy/

other/bluebook/

index.html
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Soirée de gala du 50eme
anniversaire de I'Institut
francais du Kyushu

To celebrate the Institut francais du
Kyushu’s 50th anniversary in 2025,
a gala party was held on 12 No-
vember 2025 at the One Fukuoka
Hotel, expressing gratitude, con-
gratulations and hopes for the fu-
ture. Representing the Kyushu
University EU Centre, Advisor
Machiko Hachiya and Centre Com-
mittee Member Assoc. Prof. Tomo-
mi Shiosaki attended the event.




BB 15/5] {5 THLIPEU) / Enjoy the EU in Fukuoka

JUNKRFEUE ¥ —DRROBA-, AN KA IERE (RHEUHRR)
Presentation by KU EU Centre, Far right: President Ishibashi of Kyushu Universi-
ty (Director of the Fukuoka EU Association)
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On 16 February 2026,
the Fukuoka EU Associ-

ation organized the “Enjoy the EU in
Fukuoka” event at the Nishitetsu Grand
Hotel, which was attended by approxi-
mately 140 people, including members
from the Fukuoka EU Association and
related organizations. This year’s event,
the 15th overall, was held under the
theme of enjoying EU wine, food, and
music. It was jointly organized by the
Kyushu University EU Centre (Jean
Monnet CoE Kyushu) as well as eight
EU member state friendship associations
(Institut francais du Japon, Kyushu, Kyushu Finland Association,
Japanisch-Deutsche Gesellschaft West Japan, Celtic Society of
Japan, Asociacion de Amigos de Espaiia en Fukuoka, Fukuoka &
Denmark Association, Société Franco-Japonaise de Fukuoka, and
Fukuoka Bulgaria Friendship Association) and supported by the
Delegation of the European Union to Japan.

M KRHFEUR > F—T — 2
KU EU Centre’s Booth

From the EU Centre, Mr Tatsuro Ishibashi, Chairman of the Fu-
kuoka EU Association and President of Kyushu University, Prof.
Jiro Hasumi, Director of the KU EU Centre, and Prof. Machiko
Hachiya, Advisor to the KU EU Centre, along with participating
international students from Kyushu University who gave presen-
tations at the Christmas event, a professor from the KU EU Cen-
tre committee member, and a participating student in the EU
Study Tour 2024 all appeared on the stage, introducing our or-
ganization and its activities to the guests.

Guests enjoyed delicious food and wine from the different coun-
tries at the event. Participants visited each exhibition booth of
the EU-related associations, where pamphlets were also distrib-
uted. As the guests enjoyed the live music of flute, violin, and
piano, it became a splendid moment in which everyone could
feel the different cultures and attractiveness of the EU in a
friendly atmosphere.

In addition, prior to the “Enjoy the EU in Fukuoka” event, an
“EU Business Seminar” organized by the Fukuoka EU Associa-
tion was held at the same venue. Mr Gijs Berends, First Counse-
lor, Head of the Science, Innovation, and Digital Policies Section
of the Delegation of the European Union to Japan, gave a lecture
titled “What
Makes the EU
Special?”, which
was attended by
around 70 people,
including Prof.
Machiko Hachiya,
Adpviser to the KU
EU Centre.

b NBEHLTER, ~A A« XL YK, SERLTERK, /NE
LRI / From left, Prof. Machiko Hachiya, Mr. Gijs Berends,
Prof. Jiro Hasumi, Prof. Takuo Kominato
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Ireland Festival Saint Patrick’s Day Parade, sup-
ported by KU EU Centre (JMCoE-Q)

Every year on the 17th of March, a festival related to Ireland is
held around the world as “Saint Patrick's Day” in honor of Pat-

BTN KRFEUE #—R T, JUN KRFHE-
Bl D5 AR BiRHEUGRERE 127
ANGEAREL CTRE L LT,

202654 A28H(C. HHESE FiR (WINKFEES-RIZE. M
REFEUtUA—FEBSZER) N, EU-DPsAFIH B (BERE
BHYERB)EURER | (BY . v—9 -T2y oHi% . #sE
EALR) ICEITATRANEMELTEESI . BRR TR, 5H
HIZIZHL . REICBITBEEITHI-PEUSRE - IR ~D Z ik
IZREEIL CIERBEENTThhELT=,

ERHEE. AF3AREZLO>TAEHIBLLTCOIEEFNMZ S
NELEN, BE-BIRRELTEIESHKZAZOERILICSRAS
NTWBIENS, SEEDIEURER IICHIT25 AMEEMEL
TO2EQCEEAEEMICAETRERICBIEBICI NI L
BYELTz,

BETE.CEMABTHAEUENES) DER- BEHKA
[ZOWTOERRZHRDIZ, EURRICET S RRICEC H5EHGE
S PEICE>TREMRRNERERYFEL .

EHBEROCNETOREICHEZHGIRAICRHMEEZRT 5L

LB SRVEBELLTAZDSOLLERICTHEZHYES
CEERESTRYET.

rick, the patron saint of Ireland.

In Fukuoka, the festival has been

held since 2014. The event was

organized by the Celtic Society of

Japan and the Fukuoka Ireland

Association, with the cooperation

and support of the KU EU Centre

(JMCoE-Q) and a number of

related organizations including

the Embassy of Ireland in Japan,

Fukuoka Prefecture, Fukuoka

City, Fukuoka City Foundation

for Arts and Cultural Promotion (FFAC), Fukuoka International
Exchange Foundation, and Fukuoka EU Association. The event
was held on Sunday, 15 March 2026 in the Shinten-cho shop-
ping arcade.

Prof. Kenji Iwata, former Director of the
Kyushu University EU Centre and currently
Executive Vice President of Kyushu Univer—
sity, gave a guest lecture on the
“Fundamentals of the European Union”.

On 28 April 2026, Prof. Kenji Iwata (Executive Vice President
of Kyushu University, Chair of the Kyushu University EU
Centre Committee)delivered a guest lecture in the EU-DPs
introductory course “Fundamentals of the European Union:
Institutions and Economics” (KIKAN education subjects for
students in the second year and above), which are charged by
Prof. Mark Fenwick, Faculty of Law, and Assoc. Prof. Tomomi
Shiosaki, Faculty of Economics, and, after this class, a bouquet
was presented to express gratitude for Prof. Iwata's long-
standing contributions to EU education and research at the
university.

Prof. Iwata attained retirement at the end of March 2026 from
his position as a professor at Kyushu university. However, as
he continues to serve as a university’s Executive Vice Presi-
dent, his two guest lecturers in this course effectively marked
his final occasion to stand at the lectern.

During the lecture, Prof. Iwata shared in-
sightful perspectives on EU studies, focus-
ing on his area of expertise —‘financial and
monetary integration in the EU” —making it
a truly memorable experience for the stu-
dents.

We express our deepest respect for Professor
Iwata’s long-standing dedication and inval-
uable contributions, and we sincerely hope
that he will continue to guide the universi-
ty’s further development in his capacity as
Executive Vice President.

R A KA T BAEIRC / Prof. Kenji Iwata, having finished his lecture
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EU Studies Diploma
Programmes (EU-DPs)

As a sub-major programme, the
European Union Studies Diploma
Programmes (EU-DPs) provide stu-
dents of Kyushu University with
opportunities to study about the EU
and EU member states.

EU-DPs students will gain a funda-
mental knowledge of the EU, such
as the history and role of the EU
constitution. They will deepen their
academic understanding of the EU
through further coursework and the
opportunity to write a research pa-

per.

EU-DPs consist of undergraduate
level and graduate level. Upon com-
pletion of requirements, students
will be awarded a Diploma
(certificate) in EU Studies.

*Please visit our website for details.
https:/ /eu.kyushu-u.ac.jp/en/

eudp/

WF72 15 Eh Research Activities
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The Kyushu University EU Centre provides opportunities for motivated researchers to
present their work, while also discovering new EU researchers, nurturing young schol-
ars, and fostering networks. We will continue supporting researchers and contributing to
the advancement of EU studies and the revitalization of the research community.

“E\N G FEE DBELEIZ DI T

Call for Applications for Visiting Researcher
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The EU Centre at Kyushu University invites applications for Visiting Researchers to
promote international collaborative research and academic exchange. We welcome
enthusiastic researchers from around the world who wish to conduct collaborative
research utilizing our center's facilities and resources.

WV See more details on the EU Centre’s website. https://eu.kyushu-u.ac.jp/en/

1. } & L1 HHF 55 / Research Fields
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Any research area in Humanities, Social Sciences or Natural Sciences concerning the EU, its
member states or Europe is welcome. In particular, priority will be given to research related
to "environment" and "democratic citizenship," which are the core research and educational
areas of the Jean-Monnet CoE Kyushu 3t stage (JM-CoE Q3) funded by the Erasmus+, cur-
rently being implemented by the EU Centre.

2. &#& / Eligibility
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- Be affiliated with a university or other research institution as a researcher.

- Have obtained a Ph.D. degree or have equivalent research capabilities.

- Have intention to give at least one lecture at a seminar, symposium or public lecture organ-
ised by the EU Centre during your tenure.

3. 2 AHAR / Period of Tenure

202744 A18 ~ 202863 A31H DO RRIFM
KBRS LU IC DL TIE, HE O L FAEAEETT,

Up to 1 year from April 1, 2027 to March 31 2028

*The starting date and duration can be flexibly adjusted upon consultation.

4. [ B#%Y] / Application Deadline

(%1 E##1]1202656 A308 (K) 47E

(% 2E#H81]12026512 A31 B (K) 67

[1st deadline] Must arrive by Wednesday, June 30, 2026
[2nd deadline] Must arrive by Thursday December 31, 2026
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2025 Fall Semester Number of students com—
pleted the programme
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110 students (62 undergraduates, 48 graduates) enrolled in
the Fall Semester of 2025. Also, 2 undergraduate students (1
from School of Interdisciplinary Science and Innovation
(ISI), 1 from School of Law), 1 graduate student (Graduate
School of Law) were awarded the Diploma in EU Studies.

20255 EFHE] VY —F N—N—FFE
2025 Fall Semester Research Paper Award
Y —FR—N—EBFEEHYFEE A, / No Research Paper Award.

EU-DPstE T&DE ~Voices from the EU-DPs Students who completed the programme
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Ms Natsuki Sumita

(Completed EU Studies Undergraduate
Diploma Programme in Spring 2025)

m Affiliation at the time of completion of the

programme: School of Law, Kyushu University
*Completed the programme before graduation

For those considering applying to the EU-DPs, the key
benefit I gained from undertaking it was that it sparked
my interest in the EU. I myself first saw the EU-DPs
leaflet during my second-year guidance session at the
School of Law. As many courses in the School of Law were
relatively compatible with the EU-DPs requirements, I
decided to enroll. During my second year,
participated in the EU Study Tour*, visiting EU
institutions at the heart of EU politics and economics,
such as the European Parliament and the European Central
Bank. The EU is an organization established by smaller
European nations uniting during an era dominated by
major powers like Russia and the United States. Its
approach to engaging with other countries differs
entirely from that of Japan, and learning about its
political, economic, and cultural development and
communication was consistently fascinating and
refreshing. Regarding the European Central Bank in
particular, I was struck by the distinctiveness of its
it makes policy decisions considering each
country s political and economic situation, stabilizes
the value of the common currency, the euro, and operates
independently from governments.

I also

role:

Upon completing the EU-DPs, I thought that when I
eventually take up a job involving engagement with
Europe, these events might feel somewhat familiar. T
believe that building knowledge about the EU during the
university years is an opportunity to broaden one’ s
horizons. Regardless of the career path chosen later,
the experiences and knowledge gained during university
will serve as a driving force and hold great

significance.

I am delighted to have completed this programme, which
provided the catalyst for my interest in the EU. My
sincere thanks to the staff at the EU Centre who
supported me during the study tour and coursework.

*This EU study tour was offered as a Kyushu University AY 2024 course in
the “EU 75 Z & 37— " (English course title: “EU Study Tour”), which is
part of General Subjects, KIKAN Education for Undergraduate Schools /
Special Skill Development Courses, KIKAN Education for Graduate Schools
(EU-DPs designated

course).
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TEL: +81-(0)92-802-2190

FAX: +81-(0)92-802-2187

Email: eucentre@jimu.kyushu-u.ac.jp

Website: https://eu.kyushu—u.ac.jp/

Future Events

Extension Lecture Series 2026 ‘Weaving Our Environment with
the EU/Europe: What We Can and Must Do Now for the Fu—
ture’ (4 sessions, Hybrid style)

Tue. 7 July — Tue. 4 August, 2026, 19:00-20:30 at (In-person)]JR Ha-
kata City Conference Room 10F, (Online) Zoom

(1) 7 July: Yoshiki Hori (Kyushu University) (2) 21 July: Andrew Chapman
(Kyushu University) (3) 28 July: Kenji Sekine (United People) (4) 4 August:
Tomoaki Watanabe (Fukuoka Institute of Technology)

*For more details and to register, please visit the EU Centre website: https://eu.kyushu-

u.ac.jp/en

[For High school students] Kyushu University Open Campus
1-2 August 2026, at KU Campus and Online special site

LFor KU / Undergrads & Grads] CALL FOR APPLICANTS for
Short Visit Scholarship 2026’ (Advanced Notice)

OApplication Period: Around June-July, 2026

OScholarship Period: Summer 2026

The purpose of this scholarship is to support students during language study or other

short-term study programmes within the EU (including online programmes). Please check

details on our website. https://eu.kyushu-u.ac.jp/en

[For KU / Grads & Young Researchers] CALL FOR
APPLlCANTS for ‘Support Fund for Conference on the EU
2026° (Advanced Notice)

OApplication Period: Around June-July, 2026

OScholarship Period: 1 Dec. 2025 - 30 Nov. 2026 *Retroactive application is available
The purpose of this scholarship is to support students participating in an EU-related
conference (including online programmes). Please check details on our website. https://

eu.kyushu-u.ac.jp/en/

[UnlverSItles Nationwide / Undergrads & Grads with an interest
in the EU] CALL FOR APPLICANTS for “EU Study Summer
Course 2026” (Advanced Notice)

O Application period: Around July 2026

O Dates: Sat. 5-Mon. 7 September 2026 (3 days, 2 nights) *Includes preparatory learning
O Venue: Aso Youth Exchange Centre (6029-1 Miyaji, Ichinomiya-machi, Aso City,
Kumamoto Prefecture)

O Participation Fee: Approximately 12,000 yen (TBD)

O Number of Participants: Approximately 20 *Language: mainly Japanese

(KU Students - 1 credit earning available) Offered as a KU course "Advanced Seminar on
the EU", which is part of General Subjects, KIKAN Education for Undergraduate Schools /
Special Skill Development Courses, KIKAN Education for Graduate Schools (EU-DPs
designated course)

Please check details on our website. https:

eu.kyushu-u.acjp/en

[For KU / Under rads] Notice of “Special Lecture on European
Union Law” gDPs Designated Course) at the KU School of
Law <2 credlts

O Dates: (Intensive course in Spring semester, 4 days) Tuesday 8 September to Friday 11
September 2026

O Lecturer: Prof. Tamio Nakamura (School of Law, Waseda University)

[For Researchers] Call for Applications for Visiting Researcher
Any research area in Humanities, Social Sciences or Natural Sciences concerning the EU,
its member states or Europe is welcome. In particular, priority will be given to research
related to "environment" and "democratic citizenship," which are the core research and
educational areas of the Jean-Monnet CoE Kyushu 3rd stage (JM-CoE Q3) funded by the
Erasmus+, currently being implemented by the EU Centre.

Please check details on p.10 of this NL and our website. https://eu.kyushu-u.ac.jp/en

FAT  JUNRFEU R ¥ —  RATH : 2026470571201
Published by Kyushu University EU Centre, The date of issue: 20 May 2026



